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Can you suggest 2 reasons why the ancient Chinese bury tomb 
guardians / warriors with their deceased?

Ans:	 ___________________________ (clue: They act as security guards)				

___________________________ (clue: They act like a talisman)

02.  ANCESTOR WORSHIP01.  SON OF HEAVEN

You are asked to design a 
tomb guardian / warrior to 
protect a very important tomb. 
What would it look like?
Draw it here.

	WHO wore robes with dragon motifs on it? 
WHAT did the scholar use to do his paintings? WHEN 
did the Chinese stop burying live humans with them 
in their graves? HOW is porcelain made? WHY is 
Guan Gong's face red? 

Find all the answers to the above questions and more, 
as we discover 5000 years worth of Chinese culture 
and history through beautiful artefacts.You will be 
surprised at how some of these age old items are still 
used among the Chinese today and that many of 
today's traditions actually came from a civilisation 
thousands of years ago.

Identify the animal at the centre of the robe.
Ans: ___________________________

How many claws does the animal have?
Ans: ___________________________

	As you enter the gallery, move pass the introduction screen 
and look to your left. You will be able to see the Imperial robe hanging 
on the wall.

	Follow the designated "snake-shaped" route when moving 
around this gallery.

Join the dots for your own five-clawed dragon.

	DID YOU KNOW...The Chinese have worshipped the dragon 
for thousands of years. Legend has it that dragons make an appearance 
in the heavens before the birth of an emperor and they are thus seen as 
the emblem of Chinese imperial power.

Look again. Does the animal look ...
Circle the answers.

	DID YOU KNOW ... The Chinese believe that everything they 
bury with them, they will be able to bring into the after world.

There are 6 tomb guardians / warriors on display. Can you find them?
Look at them closely.
Cross out the numbers or words that are not correct in the sentences below.

A. The tomb guardians / warriors are made up of 1 / 2 / 3 colours, typical 		
of ceramic works in the Tang Dynasty.

B. 	The ancient Chinese believe that the tomb guardians / warriors can 		
protect their graves from evil spirits.  TRUE / FALSE
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Remember:
•	Look with your eyes; don't touch with your hands.
•	Use your 'indoor' voice when talking
•	No running about in the museum, you might miss 	

something exciting!
•	Use only pencils, pen ink cannot be cleaned away
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Find this blue and white dish with two girls on it.
Does the design look Chinese?
Ans: YES / NO

03.  THE SCHOLAR AT WORK 04.  MAKE YOUR OWN ... 05.  CHINESE GODS AND BELIEFS

Join the dots to get a statue of a Buddha.

	Look for the large wooden statue of Guan Gong, the God of War.
Have you ever wondered why his face is red? Read on to find out ...

One day, Guan Yu (his name at that time) was passing a neighbour's house when he 
heard someone crying. Inside, old man Li told Guan Yu that the evil official has forced 
his beautiful daughter to become his concubine even though she was already engaged 
to be married. Guan Yu flew into a rage and killed the evil official.

While fleeing for his life, Guan Yu stopped at a river to wash his face and found that it 
had turned red as a result of his righteous anger and courage.The officials could not 
recognise him with his red face and he was able to escape.

In the story, Red was used to represent courage, justice and bravery.
What emotions or qualities* do you think the following colours represent?
Blue	 - 
Black	- 
Orange	 - 
Pink	 - 
* (Remember this is your personal choice. There is no right or wrong answer)

Compare the items the scholar used to those that you use today. 
Are there any similarities or differences?

Imagine you are a potter and 
you are going to design a plate 
for a friend who loves animals. 
What would it look like?
Draw it here.

The scholar always has 4 very important items on his study table. 
They are called the "4 Treasures of the Scholar's studio".

Can you spot them?
Ans:	1. ________________________  3. __________________________	

2. ________________________  4. __________________________

What are the "4 Treasures" 
on YOUR study table?
Draw them below.

	Walking pass the tomb guardians / warriors showcase, you will 
see the scholar's display to your right, on both sides.

	Moving on, you will see the trade and ceramics display. 	As you enter the Religion section on your left, you will see some 
Buddha statues in front of you. Lift your head to see the Buddha head 
above.

DifferencesItem Similarities

	DID YOU KNOW ... The plate was probably designed for the 
European market and would probably be exported to Europe or 
West Asia.

Some of the Buddha statues have 
no heads and some, no limbs. What 
do you think happened to them?
Ans: 1)___________________________
        2)___________________________	

DID YOU KNOW ... Buddhism 
originated from India. It was brought 
into China probably by traders via the 
Silk Road.
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Throwing on the wheel - The clay 
is thrown onto the potter's wheel to 
be shaped.

Glazing - The completed pieces are 
glazed to give it a beautiful shine.

Preparation of clay - The clay is 
kneaded or beaten to remove air 
bubbles in it.

Firing - This is done in kilns. 
Temperatures in kilns can reach up to 
1350oC. Dragon kilns like those in 
South China can stretch up to 15 
meters and can fire up to 20,000 
pieces at a time!!

Decoration - The dried pieces are 
decorated.

Have you ever wondered how these beautiful ceramics are made?
Connect the pictures to the words to find out ...

	DID YOU KNOW ... The Chinese have a practice of remembering the 
deeds of people who have contributed to the country. These people are often 
deified or elevated to the status of a god. Guan Gong is a very good example 
of a person, who as a result of his bravery, has been immortalised after 
his death.


