
This creature is a... 
A. snake	 C. fish		
B. mole	 D. earthworm	 (        )

How many arms does Vishnu have? 
Ans: _________

What is Vishnu doing?
A. resting	 C. relaxing	 
B. sleeping	 D. creating the world	 (        )

How can you tell?
Ans: ____________________________________________________________

The god hovering above Vishnu is appearing from Vishnu's...
A. pocket	 C. navel	
B. stomach	 D. chest	 (        )

Do you think that this sculpture was created as 
A. an art work	 C. a temple decoration	
B. a religious object	 D. all the above	 (        )

02.  A HAPPY GOD

Asian 
Civilisations 
Education

Remember:
•	Look with your eyes; don't touch with your hands.
•	Use your 'indoor' voice when talking
•	No running about in the museum, you might miss 	

something exciting!
•	Use only pencils, pen ink cannot be cleaned away
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01.  A SLEEPING GOD?
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	At the end of the gallery introduction, turn left. Stop at the 4th 

artifact on your right, partially hidden behind a small wall. A sculpture 
of an important Hindu god, Vishnu is there.

	People have lived in South Asia for thousands 
of years. Many religious beliefs born in this region are 
still practised today. Hinduism developed about 5,000 
years ago while Buddhism and Jainism appeared 
about 2,400 years ago. One feature of South Asian 
religions is the large numbers of gods and spiritual 
beings. Let us take a journey back in time to visit some 
of them.

	DID YOU KNOW... This sandstone sculpture is 900 years old. 
Vishnu is considered one of the most important gods in Hinduism, 
sometimes described as the supreme God. His main function is to ensure 
that good will always triumph over evil. He is worshipped as a protector, 
restorer and preserver of the world. When he creates the world, he is 
always shown as lying down on the serpent, Shesha. This sculpture 
captures a great moment of human creation, according to Hindu mythology.

What do you think Ganesha is doing?
A. laughing	 C. praying	
B. dancing	 D. falling	 (        )

Notice Ganesha’s tusk. Can you write a short story of how he came 
to have only one tusk? 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

	From Vishnu, head back into the gallery on your left. You will 
pass several sculptures and come to a corner. You will find a Hindu 
god with a human body and an elephant’s head called Ganesha.

Can you help put 
the missing parts on 
Ganesha here?

Spot the creature that 
Vishnu is lying on. 
Draw it in below.

	DID YOU KNOW... This sandstone sculpture of Ganesha is about 
1000 years old. Ganesha is an important Hindu god often called upon to 
bless new businesses and homes, as he is considered the remover of 
obstacles. He is also the god of wisdom and literature, having written the 
Mahabharata- a great Hindu epic of worldly wisdom and philosophy.

	DID YOU KNOW... This sandstone sculpture is about 1000 years 
old. Jains do not believe in gods but instead have great teachers who will 
show them the path to overcome suffering. All Jain teachers wear minimal 
clothing and have downcast eyes that 'reject' the world. Jains live a simple 
life and are vegetarians. Legend has it that Bahubali stood still for many 
years to meditate until creepers grew up around him.

	From Ganesha above, this sculpture is just behind. It shows 
Bahubali, an important Jain teacher. 

Which of the following figures is NOT on this sculpture? 

There are 2 animals on this sculpture. What are they? 
______________ and _____________

Can you spot evidence that Bahubali has been standing here for a 
long time? 
Ans: _________________

03.  A JAIN TEACHER

A. B. C. D. (        )



04.  BUDDHA TAKES A SEAT 05.  BUDDHA’S TALES 06.  A GODLY VEHICLE

	Take a few steps into the gallery. This sculpture is in the center 
of the space. It is about 2000 years old and shows Buddha seated 
and meditating.

	From your position at the seated Buddha, look to the left wall 
for this artifact.

	Go across the room, turn and past the 4 wooden pillars and 
into the next gallery. This artifact is in the center of this gallery.

H A B D D U	 ___________________________

I S V U H N	 ___________________________

E A N H G A S	 ___________________________

B B H I L A U A 	 ___________________________
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I hope you have learnt more about the religions of South 
Asia. Before you go, rearrange the words above to find  
who these religious figures are.

What do you think this missing object is?
A. sun	 C. umbrella	
B. aura	 D. blanket	 (        )

Which of the following do you think is Buddha's missing right hand? 

A. 	 C.  

B. 	 D. 	 (        ) 

What do you think happened to the right hand? 
Ans: ____________________________________________________________

Buddha's hand is in this position because he wants to be...
A. alone 	 C. angry		
B. friendly	 D. welcoming	 (        )

Do you think this sculpture was made as a...
A. door-stop	 C. temple decoration 	
B. paper-weight	 D. book	 (        )
(clue: look at where is it placed in the museum!) 

Related to your answer above, how would this object be used?
A. as a comic book	 C. as a decoration
B. as a religious text	 D. as a school textbook	 (        )

	DID YOU KNOW... Buddha is depicted as meditating quietly in 
a seated position with his hands in a position called abhaya hasta. Buddhism 
was founded on the principle that all sufferings in the world would end 
once individuals forgo desire. A believer can give up that desire by following 
the 'Path' as outlined by Buddha. The ultimate goal of the believer is to 
break out of the cycle of existence to achieve enlightenment (nirvana). 
This Buddha is about 2000 years old and shows Buddha as a calm, 
peaceful and kind figure, praying or meditating quietly.

	DID YOU KNOW... This tablet is about 1700 years old and shows 
scenes from Buddha's life. He was born in the 5th or 6th century BCE 
into a royal family. On a trip outside the court, he encountered pain and 
suffering among the people. Seeking answers to such pain and sufferings, 
he left the court and led a life physical hardships and meditation for many 
years. Eventually, he was able to achieve enlightenment (nirvana) while 
meditating under a Bodhi tree.

	DID YOU KNOW... Yali is the vehicle (like a car) of an important 
Hindu goddess called Durga. It would be carried through the streets as 
part of a procession during temple festivals with Durga seated on it. This 
Yali is about 200 years old and comes from South India.

Study the 3 scenes. Connect the scenes to the description. 

Buddha being tested by worldly temptations

Buddha teaching his disciples

Buddha leaving his life of luxuries

Fill in the shape of 
the object behind 
Buddha.

One day, Buddha decided to get on his horse... 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Complete the story of this scene below.

Do you think it looks like a lion? 
Ans: YES / NO

Do you think the artist has seen a real lion before he made this? 
Ans: YES / NO

The creature looks as if it is... 
Ans: ____________________________________________________________	

(clue: use your imagination !)

Suggest one reason why this lion is placed up high.
Ans: ____________________________________________________________

If you meet this creature, you would feel... 

Circle the following words which best describes your reaction.

Lastly, circle parts of the creature that looks like a lion.

Angry

ScaredHappySad BoredTerrified
Amused

Confused
Impressed Curious


