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02.  BUDDHA AND THE KING OF SERPENTS01.  WHAT IS IT USED FOR?
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LS Turn left as you enter the gallery. Stop at the second showcase

along the wall. Find a creature with 2 big horns.

People have lived in Southeast Asia for
thousands of years in close harmony with nature.
Till today, their culture and objects still show many
signs of this close relationship. Our trail through
the Southeast Asian galleries will take us on an
animal safari to uncover the many real and mythical
creatures that inhabit Southeast Asia and what
they mean to people.

This creature resembles...
Ans: _________________

What material do you think this model is made of?
Ans: _________________

Do you think this animal was made as a...
A. a toy C. farming tool
B. sculpture D. burial object (        )
(clue: It was used by farmers for prayers and to accompany the dead)

Farmers use this creature in the fields. Do you think it was used to
A. keep the grass short C. fertilise the field
B. plough the field D. all the above (        )

Give one reason why you think farmers would value this creature.
Ans: ____________________________________________________________

        ____________________________________________________________

Count the number of heads on this creature.
Ans: _________________

Can you name this creature?
Ans: _________________

What do you think the creature is doing?
A. attacking Buddha C. hiding from Buddha 
B. sheltering Buddha D. resting (        )

What word below best describes Buddha’s face on the sculpture?
A. angry C. sad
B. peaceful D. happy (        )

Give one reason for the Buddha’s expression.
Ans: _________________

Along the same wall, find and enter the temple doorway. This
object can be seen at the end of this doorway.

Connect the dots to find
the mythical creature that
Buddha is seated on.

DID YOU KNOW... Similar to farmers around the world, farmers
in Southeast Asia domesticated animals. Animals were valued for their
strength, speed and even ability to produce food. This object is over 2500
years old and found in Thailand. It was used in important ceremonies or
buried. This shows that farmers long ago valued this animal enough for
it to be worshipped and buried as a belonging of the deceased.

DID YOU KNOW... The naga is often portrayed as the animal that
carries the Buddha. Naga, or serpents, are highly revered in Asia. On
Buddha's face, he wears a look of peace as he has rejected all worldly
possessions. This is further proven by Buddha's minimal clothing and lack
of jewellery.

Asian
Civilisations
Education

Remember:
• Look with your eyes; don't touch with your hands.
• Use your 'indoor' voice when talking
• No running about in the museum, you might miss

something exciting!
• Use only pencils, pen ink cannot be cleaned away
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03.  ANIMAL CIRCLE

What word would you use to describe the expression on its face?
A. sad C. fierce
B. happy D. worried (        )

04.  WHAT IS OSA OSA? 05.  A FIERY CANNON

Can you name this creature?
Ans: _________________

How would the cannon "sound" when fired?
A. loud as a lion C. squeaky as a squirrel
B. quiet as a mouse D. chirpy as a bird (        )

A reason this creature is right for the cannon is because it is...
A. ferocious C. long
B. it breathes fire D. all the above (        )

This is a special chair
used only by the nobles
of the tribe. If you are a
noble, what would your
chair look like? Draw it
here.

Name your chair
_________________

Look closely at this
mysterious object.
Shade out parts that do
not belong here.

Move across to the other side of the room to a big green drum.
Find a similar but, smaller drum, in a showcase. Study this carefully.

Circle the animal that can be found on the drum.

Continue your trail towards a large triangular wall structure.
This mysterious object is nearby.

Facing the Osa Osa, step inside the gallery and look inside for
a showcase on your right. This cannon is the only one that looks
like a large mythical creature.

DID YOU KNOW... This object is known as a Dong Son drum.
They are made from bronze about 2500 years ago in Southeast Asia.
When new, there are a deep shiny brown or gold in colour. They are often
decorated with herons and water-buffaloes. These drums are symbols of
wealth and power as only rich people and kings could afford to pay many
people needed to make them. They are often buried in the grave of rich
people and kings.

What do you think this drum was most probably used for?
A. to hold water C. play chess
B. table D. musical instrument (        )

Circle the following object that you think most closely sound
like this drum.

A. piano C. gong 

B. trumpet D. guitar

This drum is green in colour because it has been ...
A. struck by lighting C. eaten by bugs
B. buried in the ground D. none of the above
    for a long time (        )

Can you draw the
large mythical
creature here?

DID YOU KNOW... Osa Osa (stone seat used by Nias people in
Indonesia) would be specially commissioned by village elders or noblemen
to be used during important feasts as symbols of their wealth and power.
The Lasara is a composite mythical animal with a dragon's head and a
bird's tail. This Osa Osa is about 100 years old.
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Look carefully at the sides
of this drum and fill in the
missing design below.

DID YOU KNOW... Cannons are common among the Malay sea-
based kingdoms. Not all cannons were made as weapons. Many cannons
were believed to have spirits that protected the royal family from harm
and other evil spirits. Others were made as symbols of power and authority

I hope you have found out more about the magical mythical
that inhabit Southeast Asia. Before you go, draw your favourite
mythical creature in the space above.


