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Remember:
• Look with your eyes; don't touch with your hands.
• Use your 'indoor' voice when talking
• No running about in the museum, you might miss

something exciting!
• Use only pencils, pen ink cannot be cleaned away
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You have found out a lot about real and mythical Southeast
Asian creatures. See if you can spot some of them in this
wordpuzzle below. (clue: there are 8 )

People have lived in Southeast Asia for thousands
of years in close harmony with nature. Till today, their
culture and objects still display the many signs of this
intimate relationship. Our Southeast Asian galleries trail
will take us on an animal safari to uncover the many
mythical and real creatures that inhabit Southeast Asia
and what they mean to the people. Keep sharp, these
mythical creatures may not be all that easy to spot.
Let's go!



Do you think this creature was made as a ...
A. paper weight B. farming tool
C. sculpture D. burial object. (        )

Southeast Asian farmers value an animal such as this because it ...
A. helps fertilise the fields B. has horns
C. keeps the grass short D. has strength to pull plough (        )

Complete the following chart.
This animal enables the farmer to plant more / less than him alone This means that the farmer’s harvest is
bigger / smaller. He can grow food for more / less people. Stability / Instability in food supply allows
population to grow bigger / smaller. Its also enbles division / multiplications of labour which is one factor
for the growth / decline of early civilisations.

01.  WHAT IS IT USED FOR?

DID YOU KNOW... Similar to communities all over the world, early Southeast Asians domesticated
animals for their strength, speed or even as food.  When objects are made to look like animals, the
process is called zoomorphology. (zoo-mor-for-lo-gee). This object is over 2500 years old and was found
in Thailand. Objects like this may have been used in important ceremonies or buried in graves. Despite
evidence of animal bones alongside human remains, only models of water buffaloes have been found
in such burial sites. This is proof that farmers valued the water buffalo high enough for it to be worshipped
and buried as possessions.

Turn left as you enter the gallery. Stop at the second showcase along the wall. Find a model
of a creature with 2 big horns.

This mythical creature closely resembles a Ans: ______________________
It is made of Ans: ______________________

Draw into the box
here, a scene that
this animal would be
found in.

Do you think this is a scene of a...
A. fight B.  hunt
C. procession or parade D. gathering (        )

What evidence can you gather to support your answer?
Ans: 1. _____________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________
3. _____________________________________________

Can you find 2 evidences to suggest that the elephants on this textile are highly valued?
Ans: 1. _____________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________

Spot 3 other animals on this textile.
Ans: 1. _____________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________
3. _____________________________________________

This textile would most likely be owned by a...
A. trader B. farmer
C. king D. traveller (        )

Where would you place this textile as a symbol of your status?
Ans: _____________________

Why would owning elephants be a status symbol?
Ans: _____________________

06.  ELEPHANTS ON PARADE

Make your way into Gallery 4A and around the central showcases to a textile with
elephants on it. Look carefully at the scene on this textile.

DID YOU KNOW... People in Asia found the size and strength of the Asian elephants useful.
Man domesticated the elephant to serve his needs as beasts of burden, symbol of power and even as
a weapon. Only kings and royalities could afford to keep elephants. So elephant are seen as symbols
of power, status & authority. They would ride the elephants during processions as their symbol of wealth
and authority. So elephants were sometimes associated with the royalties. An Indonesian ruler in
possession of this textile could claim to be the recognised ruler of his kingdom by the Dutch colonialists.
Hence these textiles were highly regarded and recognised as symbols of power and authority.



03.  ANIMAL CIRCLE 04.  WHAT IS OSA OSA?

This drum was most probably used...
A. for holding water B. as a table
C. to play chess D. played as a musical instrument (        )

Can you find evidences on the drum that it had been buried a long time ago?
Ans: _____________________________________  AND _____________________________________

Look carefully at the sides of this drum and replace the missing patterns here.

Next, name the following parts onto the picture
Tympanum Shoulder 
Handles Body
Foot

Drums such as this were the products of a fairly technologically sophisticated society 3500 years
ago. Rearrange the following so that the sequence is correct to enable a socirty to make
such a drum.
[   ] Division of Labour
[   ] Settled Communities
[   ] Development of Government
[   ] Stable Food Supply through agriculture

Study this Osa Osa. It is made from...
A. One block of stone B. Many small pieces of stones joined together
C. A few large pieces of stone joined together. D. None of the above (        )

An Osa Osa functions as a ______________.
(clue: furniture)

Who do think would be allowed to use it?
A. commoners B. farmers
C. nobles D. wealthy people (        )

Match the parts of the Osa Osa to their symblic meaning.
1. Size  • Authority
2. Height • Power
3. Stone Material • Status
4. The mythical creature • Wealth

If the Osa Osa represents a link between heaven and earth, can you suggest what each of the
parts represents?
Tail • The earth around us
Body • The sky above
Head • The earth below us

DID YOU KNOW... This Lasara is a composite mythical animal with a dragon-like head and a
bird-like tail. It comes from the Nias Island in Indonesia and is about 100 years old. An Osa Osa would
be specially commissioned by village elders or leaders to be used during important feasts. Its purpose
is to reinforce the status of Nias leaders as symbols of their wealth and power in the hierarchical society.
It is also believed to possess protective powers. Osa Osa are usually one or three-headed.

DID YOU KNOW... Bronze Dong Son drums first appeared about 3500 years ago in Southeast
Asia. Many people were employed to make them. The largest pieces that have been found are about
one metre high and weigh 100 kilograms. Thus only the rich and powerful in a society could afford to
have them made as symbols of wealth and power- most probably royalty. They are often decorated with
herons and water buffaloes- animals that were revered and respectable in such early Southeast Asian
societies. Drums such as this have been excavated from graves dating back to 1500CE.

Continue your trail towards a large triangular wall structure. This mysterious object
is nearby. It is a Osa Osa Lasara.

Move across to the other side of the room to a big green drum. Find a similar, but smaller
drum in a showcase. Study this carefully.

As a Nias nobleman,
what would your Osa
Osa look like?
Draw one here.



This mythical creature is called a ____________________and its has _____________heads

This creature is...
A. attacking Buddha B. hiding from Buddha 
C. sheltering Buddha D. resting with Buddha (        )

What is Buddha doing?
A. Counting B. Napping 
C. Resting D. Meditating (        )

Buddha does not have much on him because he
A. is poor B. has renounced worldly possessions 
C. does not need very much D. all the above (        )

This object is most likely to be found in a
A. museum B. temple 
C. house D. garden (        )

The function of this object is
A. for meditation and prayer B. for people to appreciate and admire
C. to tell stories of Buddha's life D. none of the above (        )

Suggest one reason why this object would be made of stone.
Ans: ________________________________________________________________

05.  A FIERY CANNON

This mythical creature resembles a  ___________.

Find 2 supporting evidence for your answer.
a. ________ [scales on the body] b. ________ [face]

Find 2 other mythical creature found on the cannon
1. ______________________________
2. ______________________________

Facing the Osa Osa, step inside the gallery and look for a showcase on your right. This
cannon resembles a mythical creature. The king has asked you to study this fiery cannon.

List two qualities of your creature that makes it appropriate for your cannon.
Ans: ____________ AND ______________

The king has asked you
to cast a cannon with
another creature to show
his power and authority.
Cast it here.

DID YOU KNOW... This bronze cannon was made by expert Malay craftsmen. They are common
among the Malay sea-based kingdoms of Southeast Asia. Cannons were made not just as weapons but
also as symbols of power and wealth. Many have been found in palaces and even flanking the throne
itself. Cannons are believed to have protective spirits to protect the royal families from harm and evil
spirits.

02.  BUDDHA AND THE KING OF SERPENTS

Along the same wall, find and enter the temple doorway. This object can be seen at the end
of this doorway.

DID YOU KNOW... Images of Buddha in this serene pose were unique to Cambodia about 900
years ago. They were installed in temples for worship. Buddha is shown in meditation following
enlightenment, sheltering from the floods by the hood of the seven-headed serpent Muchalinda. He had
spent many months reflecting on the causes of suffering in the world. His lack of clothing symbolise his
rejection of worldly possessions. His long earlobes without earrings are also a sign that he had given
up all material wealth. Other characteristics of the Buddha are his tight hair curls and the ushnisha or
proturberance on top of his head, which symbolise his enlightenment.


